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Note by the RCIT: Below we publish the transla-
tion of the national platform of Spalakh (Ukraine). 
The RCIT has fraternal relations with this group 

of young activists and are we are currently jointly work-
ing to create the basis for their integration into our inter-
national tendency. (See: For an Independent and Socialist 
Ukraine free from Russian Occupation and Western Domina-
tion! https://www.thecommunists.net/rcit/fraternal-rela-
tions-between-spalakh-ukraine-and-rcit/) 

* * * * *

I. The world in the face of numerous conflicts

We are in the stage of late capitalism. This system has 
existed longer than is appropriate for the stage in the de-
velopment of mankind, which is why it began to rot. Its 
necrosis permeates all social relations: from international 
to personal relations.
On an international scale, we are witnessing the aggrava-

tion of the inter-imperialist confrontations, which is man-
ifested by the rapid increase in the number of wars on the 
planet in the last 30 years. It involves various actors, such 
as the U.S., Russia, China, the collective EU and others. 
More and more states are emerging, demanding redistri-
bution of global capital, more and more wars are being 
provoked, and these wars affect more and more states.
Conflicts are growing both between states and within 

states. Governments of all countries, without exception, 
attack workers’ rights, which were fought for by the peo-
ple with sweat and blood until today. Every year the pro-
letariat is defeated in the struggle with the ruling class. 
The reaction to such arrogance is different: in regions like 
in Europe, the proletariat stands up sharply in defence of 
these rights through numerous rallies and actions for so-
cial payments and salaries, for the inclusion of migrants in 
society and for solidarity with the peoples of other coun-
tries; in other countries, such as in Ukraine and Russia, the 
power of the progressive working class is suppressed by 
the forces of reaction and it cannot even cry out while the 
despotism of the authorities fetters its freedom. Such a dif-
ference is connected with the contradictory development 
of economies during the period of state-monopoly capital-
ism, their differentiation and backwardness.

II. Ukraine’s place in the world

Ukraine is not independent from the processes of disor-
der of capitalism in the world. Politics did not knock on 
our door but flew in with a rocket. However, it is a mis-
take to focus our attention exclusively on the power which 
launched this rocket at us and to derive our worldview 
exclusively from this experience. It is worth considering 
the place of the Ukraine in global time and space.
Even before the war, Ukraine and its people were plun-

dered by both national and foreign capitalists, starting 
with independence in 1991 and the subsequent restoration 
of capitalism. By 2014, Ukraine was already torn apart by 
the monopolies of two blocs of countries: America and 

Russia. In face of this, the local ruling class had to choose 
whom to sell to in order to repay the national debt to these 
countries. The offers were generous on both sides, so the 
country had to go through a coup d’état to finally decide 
who to sell to, and the choice fell on the West. As a result, 
some clans fought for the “Russian peace”, others – for the 
“open community”. But as a result, the entire working class 
was defeated! After all, it is this class which suffers from 
joining any imperialist bloc. Therefore, Spalakh advo-
cates that the Ukraine does not join any such bloc: against 
NATO, the EU and the CSTO!
Consequently, the country entered an even worse period 

of economic decline, along with the war against Russia. 
The mass of the unemployed was constantly growing, 
the strength of the working class was falling, it could not 
oppose anything. This caused the entry into the period of 
the so-called “reaction”, the reign of hatred and chauvin-
ism, the loss of the working class’s voice and numerous 
possessions of the USSR era. The Maidan government did 
not differ significantly from the pre-”revolutionary” one. 
Every day, Ukrainians lost their political freedoms, the 
standard of living worsened, and Russia was blamed for 
these problems. It is undoubtedly guilty of killing civilians 
and starting a war, but it cannot serve as an excuse for all 
the atrocities of our government in all the essential prob-
lems of the people. And although the authorities made 
Bonapartist decisions about the fight against corruption 
and the creation of a relevant committee, the fight against 
oligarchs and the relevant law ... it is known why this did 
not yield any results.

III. Rescue of Ukraine

Our main goal, accordingly, is to bring the working class 
to direct power over the country and its economy, atten-
tion, and not the seizure of power by the party instead of 
the people. The latter is rather what happened in 2014 as a 
result of the revolution. Of course, the liberals took power 
then; but it would not have saved the situation if it had 
been the rotten and opportunistic KPU (Communist Party 
of Ukraine).
Bringing the proletariat to power means liberating the 

country both from its own capitalists and from control by 
Russia and the West. This is the realization of this secret 
desire of all Ukrainians – the independence of Ukraine un-
der the workers’ banner. And no obstacle should stand in 
the way of this desire.
Shamefully, there are socialists who believe that war is not 

a time for changes, because it might destabilize country. 
Nonsense! Only a revolutionary struggle within Ukraine, 
taking control by the people, will help lead it to victory by 
using all its resources and hands. Currently, the resources 
are either not used, or they are completely stolen: a stag-
gering number of unemployed, closed enterprises, prop-
erty stolen and taken abroad, “there is no money” – but 
there are oligarchs.
In order to stop embezzlement and mobilize all resources, 

it will be necessary to resort first to the nationalization of 
only the key branches of the country’s economy, but this 
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does not mean “total expropriation of all and everything”. 
The first major step will be the creation of a people’s bank 
by nationalizing all the country’s banks, which during the 
war made record profits and profited from the poor. Pro-
hibition of microfinance offices, introduction instead of in-
terest-free loans for consumption by everyone. An impor-
tant step will also be the return of the moratorium on the 
sale of land, the nationalization of already sold state lands 
in order to pay off the further state debt thanks to the rent. 
At the same time, the current debt to the West must be 
written off and not paid. Ultimately, the sale and corpora-
tization of the country’s key enterprises, such as Ukrobo-
ronprom, Naftogaz, and Ukrenergo, will be stopped.
These measures are included in our general transition 

program, which must be implemented when the workers 
come to power. Our economic demands do not exclude, 
but on the contrary, encourage the democratic struggle of 
the working class for higher wages, for media freedom, for 
the rights of LGBT+ people, etc. Our transition program 
can be implemented only in the conditions of the already 
raging class struggle, and not in the period of reaction and 
flattery to the ruling class with toothless demands for re-
forms. Because each of these measures is complementary, 
that is, they need each other, and therefore it is impossible 
to fulfil only one point in order to “please” the people by 
expropriating a single oligarch on the wave of populism, 
because the sum of the system does not change by permut-
ing the terms.
The transition to a planned economy is not a panacea, as it 

may seem to dogmatic socialists. The plan is indeed capa-
ble of achieving victories in technical tasks, as it saved the 
USSR during the Patriotic War, but any private ownership 
interests corrode it, cause the atomization of the economy 
and lead to the market, which we saw at the dawn of the 
collapse of the USSR. That is why the economy must be 
governed by workers’ councils, which will form the high-
est elected body responsible for planning on a national 
scale.
The councils will play an ever-increasing role and author-

ity in governing the country and will act according to the 
principle of democratic centralism. The party, on the con-
trary, will initially play a strong role within the framework 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat, but the more the 
workers’ councils learn to run the country, the more the 
party will distance itself from the authorities. Therefore, 
the party will become a place for politically savvy workers 
to impart knowledge to the workers’ councils and to ad-
vance the development of Marxism, not for mass joining 
of people for party rations and the cramming of vulgar-
ized Marxism. That’s right, here we are alluding to Stalin’s 
“draft” into the party, which caused the party’s bounda-
ries to swell, while most of the revolutionaries were phys-
ically repressed by shootings, and those who remained 
were diluted among the millions without the right to vote. 
Instead of bringing the people through the workers’ coun-
cils to power, Stalin only brought many “people” into the 
party, and he brought the party to power with his 1936 
constitution. We follow Trotsky’s slogan of “Power to the 
Soviets!” and the correct implementation of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat, while for the party it is the practice 
of party maxim and labour duty for each member.
Self-organized combat units, such as TRO, can be the 

starting point for the formation of Soviets. That is why it 

is worth insisting on the independence of TRO from the 
state Armed Forces, encouraging the people to grassroots 
organization. Only when the people get real weapons and 
know that no one will take them from them “from above”, 
then they will fight for their land to the end, then democra-
cy will reign. There will be no need for inhumane methods 
to close everyone in one country by banning travel abroad, 
there will be no need to drive people like cattle into the 
ranks of the Armed Forces by force through the TCC. 
Therefore, we will relentlessly contrast the grassroots or-
ganization with the Armed Forces, where the higher ranks 
“get fat” and ministers are changed at will.
Therefore, our slogan is the transformation of the national 

liberation struggle into a people’s war!

IV. The terrible state of the left movement of Ukraine

Having set such goals, Spalakh understands the need to 
build a party, but there is no force in Ukraine that would 
follow the true path to socialism in its theory and practice.
The honesty of the revolutionaries before the people is 

assessed most easily by whether they are ready to sell 
their interests to someone else. Unfortunately, the people 
cannot buy and pay for a party, but the capitalists love 
it - there is enough money. Many organizations fail such 
a test. It is known that the official Communist Party of the 
Ukraine (KPU) sold itself to Russian oligarchs and pro-
moted their narratives on the territory of Ukraine, which 
gave rise to the false analogy of “communism = racism”, 
which we are now relentlessly trying to break. Stalinists, 
such as those from Borotba, are usually the most frequent 
clients of the Kremlin, due to their overlapping interests. 
On the other hand, we have organizations that exist exclu-
sively on grants from Western funds. Such as the Social-
ni Rukh (Social Movement), which mainly consists of the 
petty-bourgeois layer, whose interests are more oriented 
towards Western imperialism. The final result for such or-
ganizations is not to live on handouts from abroad, but the 
desire to adapt to the trough of the Ukrainian government 
and have a stable flow of income.
A somewhat more difficult test of an organization is its 

adherence to a true Marxist scientific method. Here we 
are dealing with a Marxism that is generally correct, but 
inconsistent, that is, erroneous in certain respects. One of 
these errors is the division of Marxists after the beginning 
of the war and the incorrect analysis of the current conflict. 
Semi-Stalinists like the Workers’ Front of Ukraine (RFU), 
which are dependent on and partly aligned with the Rus-
sian left movement, repeat without verification the Rus-
sian narrative of neutrality in relation to war. In Russia, 
such an approach might be justified by individualistic fear 
of prison and/or Great Russian chauvinism, but in Ukrain-
ian realities it is completely untrue and leads to harm and 
collaboration with Russian imperialism, and does not find 
understanding among the Ukrainian people. Each indi-
vidual case requires analysis, but in general it is based on a 
misunderstanding of the importance of the national issue, 
whether it is in relation to Ukraine or even Palestine. In 
both cases, such inconsistent Marxists fail this test.
Therefore, the national question is one of the key ones in 

the conditions of national oppression in Ukraine. Spalakh 
recognizes not just an abstract right to self-determination 
that can be applied to anything, even fictitious entities 
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like the LDNR [Luhansk People’s Republic and Donetsk 
People’s Republic, Ed.], as some other leftist organizations 
believe. Concretely, we support the right to self-determi-
nation of the Ukrainian people and its sovereignty within 
its own border in 1991. We support the right to free use 
of the Ukrainian language and the protection of this lan-
guage both in Ukraine and in the occupied territories. We 
actively support Ukrainianization.
However, at the same time, we strongly condemn the vi-

olent measures taken by the authorities within the frame-
work of the Moratorium on Russian cultural products and 
the law on Decolonization 2022, measures to discriminate 
against non-Ukrainian speakers, as well as the ban on the 
use of the Russian language in public, the barbaric de-
struction of books, cassettes with songs, works of art and 
monuments etc. Among these, even the Ukrainian herit-
age of Soviet science is destroyed anti-democratically, as 
“ideologically incorrect”. Therefore, there should be room 
for development not only of the Ukrainian culture, but 
also of those of minorities, among which the most numer-
ous is the Russian – the one, which is currently the most 
persecuted. After all, “A nation that oppresses other nations 
cannot be free,” wrote Marx.
In addition to the national minorities of neighbouring 

countries, we should not forget about granting autonomy 
to unrecognized peoples living exclusively on the territory 
of Ukraine, such as Carpatho-Rusyn and Crimean Tatars. 
What is most important for us is the will of the workers’ 
representation of these peoples, and not that of the cor-
rupt bandits, such as those from the Mejlis, who merciless-
ly robbed the people of Crimea since independence, and 
who now pretend to be the voice of the oppressed Crime-
an Tatar people, although in fact they serve Ukrainian and 
Turkish big capital. The national question of the peoples of 

Crimea can be resolved only with the return of Ukraine’s 
sovereignty and a voluntary regional referendum, and not 
with machine guns.
Spalakh tries to expose similar errors of inconsistency of 

other left-wing organizations – be it in the field of mate-
rialism, in opposition to imperialism or in the national 
question. However, at the same time, we oppose sectari-
anism, meaningless criticism and self-obsession. Despite 
their number, there is almost no open contact between 
the above-mentioned organizations and they are openly 
ignored. Therefore, Spalakh insists on the formation of 
communication between all left-wing forces in Ukraine, 
regardless of the number of supporters, in order to make 
any discussion a public domain in order to arrive at the 
truth.

V. Building of the International

That is why Spalakh’s main task is to become not only 
a bridge between different organizations of Ukraine, but 
also an international bridge by being a section of the Rev-
olutionary Communist International Tendency (RCIT) and 
establishing relations with socialists of many countries. 
To promote the international solidarity of Ukrainians 
with various people’s movements regardless of the place 
on the planet, support whether it is strikes in France or 
the struggle of the Palestinian people for independence. 
Foster internationalism, fight against nationalism and its 
manifestations in the form of “geopolitical” consciousness 
and the division of the world into good and bad nations. 
The highest goal is the overthrow of global capital through 
a world revolution that is not limited by borders like it was 
in the case of the Stalinist USSR. Let’s work together so 
that the proletarians of all countries unite!

Ukraine
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Shortly after Israel started its genocidal war against 
the Palestinian people in Gaza, Ansar Allah (popular-
ly known as the Houthis) began to launch a series 

of solidarity actions in order to support the victims of the 
Zionist aggression. They have fired drones and missiles 
strikes both against the territory of Israel as well as against 
Israel-linked cargo ships.
These actions have a major impact on Israel’s economy 

but also on global trade. Four of the five biggest ship-
ping companies have decided to pause their operations 
through the Red Sea. An increasing number of companies 
have stopped doing business with Israel and many ships 
entering the Red Sea are using the phrase “We have no rela-
tion to Israel” on automatic identification systems to avoid 
attacks from the Houthis.
As a result, shipping via the Red Sea has declined from 

500,000 containers per day in November to about 200,000 
currently. Israel’s maritime trade in the Red Sea has sub-
stantially decreased and revenues of Israel’s port of Eilat 
dropped by more than 80%. Likewise, Europe also experi-
ences major repercussions since 40% of its trade with Asia 
and the Middle East passes through the Red Sea.
The Revolutionary Communist International Tendency (RCIT) 

has stated since the beginning of the war that socialists 
cannot be neutral in this war. “The RCIT and its comrades 
its Occupied Palestine unconditionally support the struggle of 
the Palestinian resistance. In this war, socialists, democrats, all 
righteous people around the world, have only one side to take 
– the side of the oppressed. We say: victory to the Palestinian 
people! Defeat Israel!” 1

Likewise, when Ansar Allah began its solidarity actions, 
we expressed our support. “We reiterate the RCIT’s position 
of unconditional support for the heroic Palestinian resistance. In 
any confrontation the Houthis and EU (or US/UK) naval forces, 
we side with the Yemeni resistance. We also fully side with all 
other forces fighting the Israeli or the Western imperialists. In all 
these conflicts we advocate the military victory of the Palestin-
ian and pro-Palestinian forces and the defeat of the Zionist and 
imperialist enemies.” 2

Against Imperialism but not with those
fighting the imperialists?

In contrast to authentic socialists, a number of self-pro-
claimed Marxist organisation limit themselves to de-
nounce the Israeli genocide in Gaza as well as the Western 
imperialist military intervention in the Red Sea but refuse 
to take the side of the oppressed. Unfortunately, the “In-
ternational Marxist Tendency” (IMT), led by Alan Woods, 
belongs to this category.
After the U.S. and its allies began to launch military 

strikes against the Houthis, the IMT published three arti-
cles on it. 3 Surely, the comrades denounce the imperialist 
aggression and warn against an expansion of the war to 
the whole region. Woods writes: “But what effect will this 
raid have in practice? Will it serve to deter the Houthis from car-
rying out further attacks on shipping? The answer was delivered 

immediately in a defiant reply by the Houthi militia leader, who 
threatened a “strong and effective response” (…) The Houthis 
clearly have the support of the mass of the population. (…) The 
attack on Yemen has further inflamed the anger of the masses in 
every country of the region. This angry mood was sufficiently 
inflamed even before this. But now the whole region is a huge 
powder keg, waiting to explode.”
All this is fine but completely insufficient. In fact, all the 

observations about the doomed character of imperialist 
aggression are – as my comrade Yossi Schwartz from the 
RCIT’s section in Occupied Palestine aptly named – nice 
observations without a revolutionary program”. 4 Great that 
imperialism is in a mess. But what are the tasks for com-
munists? Which side should they take?
Another leading member of the IMT, Ben Curry, for-

mulates in his article the slogan “We say: hands off Yemen! 
Down with the imperialist murderers!” But in a war between 
the oppressors and the oppressed, this is not enough! 
In such a conflict, communists take a side – the camp of 
the oppressed. Today, this means to support the military 
struggle of the Palestinian as well as the Yemeni resistance.

The tactic of the anti-imperialist united front

Opposing the imperialist enemy without taking the side 
of the very forces which actually fight this monster – this 
is empty phrase mongering characteristic for centrism but 
not communism. As we have pointed out repeatedly, the 
Communist International – and later Trotsky’s Fourth 
International – advocated the tactic of the anti-imperialist 
united front.
This specific tactic is a concrete application of the united 

front tactic which was elaborated for situations where rev-
olutionaries constitute a minority and where the struggle 
is led by non-revolutionary forces (reformists, bourgeois 
or petty-bourgeois nationalists and Islamists). It basically 
means to jointly fight with such non-revolutionary forces 
in order to strike against the common enemy. At the same 
time, communists keep their organisational independ-
ence, advocate their revolutionary program and criticise 
the shortcomings of their united front partners.
Such stated the Communist International in their Theses 

on the Eastern Question, adopted at its Fourth Congress in 
1922, about the importance of the anti-imperialist united 
front tactic: “The expediency of this slogan follows from the 
prospect of a prolonged and protracted struggle with world im-
perialism which demands the mobilization of all revolutionary 
elements. This mobilization is the more necessary as the indige-
nous ruling classes are inclined to effect compromises with for-
eign capital directed against the vital interests of the masses of 
the people. And just as in the West the slogan of the proletarian 
united front has helped and is still helping to expose social-dem-
ocratic betrayal of proletarian interests, so the slogan of the an-
ti-imperialist united front will help to expose the vacillation of 
various bourgeois-nationalist groups. This slogan will also pro-
mote the development of the revolutionary will and the clarifi-
cation of the class consciousness of the working masses and put 
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them in the front ranks of those who are fighting not only against 
imperialism, but also against the survivals of feudalism.” 5

Applying the same method to the conditions of China’s 
national liberation war against the Japanese invaders – 
which took place under the leadership of the anti-commu-
nist and bourgeois nationalist Chiang Kai-shek – Trotsky 
explained in 1937: “In participating in the military struggle 
under the orders of Chiang Kai-shek, since unfortunately it is he 
who has the command in the war for independence – to prepare 
politically the overthrow of Chiang Kai-shek … that is the only 
revolutionary policy.“ 6

The IMT’s tradition of reactionary abstentionism
in anti-imperialist struggles

Unfortunately, the IMT – as well as all other groups in the 
tradition of Ted Grant – has always opposed the commu-
nist tactic of the anti-imperialist united front. In all major 
conflicts between imperialist states and oppressed peo-
ples, they refused to side with the latter but rather took a 
neutral position, i.e. a policy of reactionary abstentionism. 7

In contrast, the RCIT and its predecessor organisation 
always sided with those forces opposing the imperialist 
aggressor. We did so in Argentina during the Malvinas 
War against Britain, despite the fact that it was led by a 
reactionary military regime; in Iraq in the two wars 1991 
and 2003 (and the subsequent occupation) against U.S. im-
perialism and its allies, despite the fact that the resistance 
was led by (petty-)bourgeois Baathist and Islamist forces; 
the Taliban-led resistance in Afghanistan against the impe-
rialist occupiers in 2001-21; the Irish resistance, led by Sinn 

Fein / IRA, against the British occupiers, the Palestinian 
resistance led by Hamas and other nationalist and Islamist 
organisations or the resistance of the Ukrainian people, 
led by the pro-Western Zelensky government, against the 
Russian invasion. 8

The IMT – similar to the CWI and the ISA – has always 
refused to take the side of these (petty-)bourgeois forces 
fighting against the imperialists and oppressors. They al-
ways limited themselves to general denunciations without 
drawing the necessary conclusions. Trotsky once charac-
terized such an approach as typical for centrism – in con-
trast to authentic Bolshevism.
„Nevertheless, Ledebour’s position even on this question does 

not leave the precincts of centrism. Ledebour demands that a 
battle be waged against colonial oppression; he is ready to vote 
in parliament against colonial credits; he is ready to take upon 
himself a fearless defense of the victims of a crushed colonial 
insurrection. But Ledebour will not participate in preparing a 
colonial insurrection. Such work he considers putschism, adven-
turism, Bolshevism. And therein is the whole gist of the matter.
What characterizes Bolshevism on the national question is that 

in its attitude toward oppressed nations, even the most back-
ward, it considers them not only the object but also the subject of 
politics. Bolshevism does not confine itself to recognizing their 
“right” to self-determination and to parliamentary protests 
against the trampling upon of this right. Bolshevism penetrates 
into the midst of the oppressed nations; it raises them up against 
their oppressors; it ties up their struggle with the struggle of 
the proletariat in capitalist countries; it instructs the oppressed 
Chinese, Hindus, or Arabs in the art of insurrection and it as-
sumes full responsibility for this work in the face of civilized 
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In Anti-Imperialism in the Age of Great Power Rivalry Mi-
chael Pröbsting analyses the accelerating rivalry between 
the imperialist Great Powers – the U.S., China, EU, Russia, 
and Japan. He shows that the diplomatic rows, sanctions, 
trade wars, and military tensions between these Great 
Powers are not accidental or caused by a mad man in the 
White House. They are rather rooted in the fundamental 
contradictions of the capitalist system. This rivalry is a key 
feature of the current historic period and could, ultimate-
ly, result in major wars between these Great Powers.
Anti-Imperialism in the Age of Great Power Rivalry demon-
strates the validity of the Marxist analysis of modern im-
perialism. Using comprehensive material (including 61 
Tables and Figures), Michael Pröbsting elaborates that a 
correct understanding of the rise of China and Russia as 
new Great Powers is crucial for assessing the character of 
the current inter-imperialist rivalry.
In Anti-Imperialism in the Age of Great Power Rivalry Mi-
chael Pröbsting critically discusses the analysis of modern 
imperialism by a number of left-wing parties (left social 
democrats, Stalinists, Trotskyists and others). He demon-

strates that most of these organizations fail to understand 
the nature of the Great Power rivalry and, consequently, 
are not able to take an internationalist and revolutionary 
stance.
The author elaborates the approach of leading Marxist 
figures like Lenin, Trotsky and Luxemburg to the prob-
lems of Great Power rivalry and 
imperialist aggression against 
oppressed peoples. He outlines 
a Marxist program for the cur-
rent period which is essential for 
anyone who wants to change the 
world and bring about a socialist 
future.
The book contains an introduction 
and 29 chapters plus an appendix 
(412 pages) and includes 61 figures 
and tables. The author of the book is 
Michael Pröbsting who serves as the 
International Secretary of the RCIT.

Michael Pröbsting: Anti-Imperialism
in the Age of Great Power Rivalry

The Factors behind the Accelerating Rivalry between the U.S., China, Russia, EU and Japan.
A Critique of the Left’s Analysis and an Outline of the Marxist Perspective

Books of the RCIT
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The Gaza War 2023-24
See all relevant RCIT documents on our website:
https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/africa-and-mid-
dle-east/compilation-of-articles-on-the-gaza-uprising-2023/

executioners. Here only does Bolshevism begin, that is, revolu-
tionary Marxism in action. Everything that does not step over 
this boundary remains centrism.“ 9

We are aware that the IMT made a certain shift to left in 
the last period. While it traditionally adapted to the social 
democratic and Labour parties, it now orients more to-
wards an independent profile and renames their sections 
and papers “communist”. Naturally, this is a welcome 
development! But it is not enough to change names – the 
decisive issue is to change the program and the methods. 
In the case of the wars in the Middle East, this means first 
and foremost, to support clearly and unambiguously the 
military struggle of the Palestinian as well as the Yemeni 
resistance.
The comrades of the IMT need to understand that one 

cannot be a communist without being an anti-imperialist 
with all consequences!

Footnotes
1  RCIT: “This is the Time to Expel the Occupiers!” 
Support the Heroic Palestinian Resistance! Defeat Israel! 7 Oc-
tober 2023, https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/afri-
ca-and-middle-east/fifth-gaza-war-support-the-heroic-palestini-
an-resistance/. We refer readers to a special page on our website 
where all RCIT documents on the 2023 Gaza War are compiled, 
https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/africa-and-mid-
dle-east/compilation-of-articles-on-the-gaza-uprising-2023/.
2  The RCIT has published the following statements and 
articles on the Houthis solidarity actions: Imperialist EU to Send 
Warships to Red Sea to Fight the Houthis. US, UK and European 
forces - out of the Middle East! Defeat Israel! Support the Pal-
estinian and Yemeni resistance! 18 January 2024, https://www.
thecommunists.net/worldwide/africa-and-middle-east/impe-
rialist-eu-to-send-warships-to-red-sea-to-fight-the-houthis/; 
From Zionist War on Gaza to Israeli-American War against Arab 
Peoples. Stop the genocide of the Palestinian people! Defeat Is-
rael! Kick the US/UK forces out of the Middle East! Victory to 
the resistance! 16 January 2024, https://www.thecommunists.
net/worldwide/africa-and-middle-east/from-zionist-war-on-ga-
za-to-israeli-american-war-against-arab-peoples/; UN Security 
Council Legitimizes US-Led Naval Force in Red Sea to Attack 
the Houthis, 10 January 2024, https://www.thecommunists.net/
worldwide/africa-and-middle-east/un-security-council-legiti-
mizes-us-led-naval-force-in-red-sea-to-attack-the-houthis/; U.S 
& Allies Send Naval Force to Red Sea to Support Terrorist Israel 
against Houthis, 18 December 2023, https://www.thecommu-
nists.net/worldwide/africa-and-middle-east/u-s-allies-send-na-
val-force-to-red-sea-to-support-terrorist-israel-against-houthis/; 
Gaza War: The Houthis Have Opened the Second Front. Major 
international shipping companies stop their operations through 
the Red Sea after a series of attacks by the Yemeni rebels, 16 

December 2023, https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/
africa-and-middle-east/gaza-war-the-houthis-have-opened-the-
second-front/; Gaza War: The Houthis and the Looming Impe-
rialist Intervention in the Red Sea, 14 December 2023, https://
www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/africa-and-middle-east/
the-houthis-and-the-looming-imperialist-intervention-in-the-
red-sea/; Yemen’s Houthis Seize Israeli Cargo Ship: A Legitimate 
Act of Solidarity with the Palestinian Resistance, 20 November 
2023, https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/africa-and-
middle-east/houthis-seize-israeli-cargo-ship/
3  Alan Woods: The Middle East on the brink: imperi-
alists pour petrol on the flames, 15 January 2024, https://www.
marxist.com/the-middle-east-on-the-brink-imperialists-pour-
petrol-on-the-flames.htm; Ben Curry: Hands off Yemen! Impe-
rialists protect profits and Israel’s right to commit genocide, 12 
January 2024 https://www.marxist.com/hands-off-yemen-impe-
rialists-protect-profits-and-israel-s-right-to-commit-genocide.
htm; Joe Attard: Red Sea attacks: imperialists protect profits, and 
permit Israel to pulverise Palestine, 20 December 2023 https://
www.marxist.com/red-sea-attacks-imperialists-protect-prof-
its-while-israel-pulverises-palestine.htm. All quotes are from 
these articles if not indicated otherwise.
4  Yossi Schwartz: The IMT centrists are nice observers 
without a revolutionary program, 17.01.2024, https://the-is-
league.com/the-imt-centrists-are-nice-observers-without-a-revo-
lutionary-program/ 
5  Communist International: Theses on the Eastern Ques-
tion, 5 December 1922, Fourth Congress of the Communist In-
ternational, in: Jane Degras: The Communist International 1919-
1943. Documents Volume I 1919-1922, p. 390
6  Leon Trotsky: On the Sino-Japanese War (1937), in: 
Leon Trotsky on China, Pathfinder Press, New York 1976, p. 726, 
http://marxists.org/archive/trotsky/1937/10/sino.htm
7  See on this e.g. the pamphlet by Michael Pröbsting: The 
Poverty of Neo-Imperialist Economism. Imperialism and the na-
tional question - a critique of Ted Grant and his school (CWI, ISA, 
IMT), January 2023, https://www.thecommunists.net/theory/
grantism-imperialism-and-national-question/
8  For an overview about our history of support for an-
ti-imperialist struggles in the past four decades (with links to 
documents, pictures and videos) see e.g. an essay by Michael 
Pröbsting: The Struggle of Revolutionaries in Imperialist Heart-
lands against Wars of their “Own” Ruling Class. Examples from 
the history of the RCIT and its predecessor organisation in the 
last four decades, 2 September 2022, https://www.thecommu-
nists.net/theory/the-struggle-of-revolutionaries-in-imperialist-
heartlands-against-wars-of-their-own-ruling-class/
9  Leon Trotsky: What Next? Vital Questions for the Ger-
man Proletariat (1932), in: Leon Trotsky: The Struggle against 
Fascism in Germany, Pathfinder Press, New York 1971, pp. 202-
203, https://www.marxists.org/archive/trotsky/germany/1932-
ger/index.htm

Middle East
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It is a well-known truth of Marxism that wars, revolu-
tions and counter-revolutions are the most decisive 
tests for communists. Failed coups – like the one which 

Wagner boss Yevgeny Prigozhin carried out on 24 June – 
belong to this category. Such events represent elementary 
collisions of antagonistic political forces which reveal the 
nature of any party as they leave little space for evasive-
ness.
The RCIT and Socialist Tendency (RCIT Section in Rus-

sia) have taken a clear position from the very beginning 
of the attempted coup. We denounced it as a “reactionary 
rebellion against a reactionary regime” and as a “quarrel be-
tween thieves.” Consequently, we stated: “The workers and 
oppressed have nothing to win by supporting one of these war 
criminals – both are worse!” Likewise, we reiterated our sup-
port for the Ukrainian people in its just war of national 
defence against Russian imperialism – which has been the 
key factor for provoking the deep crisis of the Putin re-
gime. 1

KPRF: “Rally to the President and the Motherland”

Unsurprisingly, the Stalinist KPRF, led by Gennady Zyu-
ganov, took a very different position. It immediately ral-
lied to the flag of President Putin in the hour of need. In 
the first statement, published on 24 June, Zyuganov called 
to support the President and “the motherland” against 
Prigozhin’s “provocation”. “I listened attentively to the Pres-
ident’s address, and fully support his call to unite as much as 
possible in this formidable and responsible time.” 2

He demanded from the Wagner boss to “stop this provoca-
tion” so that “we” can “unite as much as possible and support 
the guys who are fighting for our Motherland, liberating native 
Ukraine from the Nazis, Bandera and fascists.”
In the statement of its Central Committee, published a 

few hours later on the same day, the KPRF basically re-
peated this approach. “In this critical situation, the call of the 
President of the Russian Federation to rally our fellow citizens 
in the face of external threats deserves understanding and sup-
port. Attempts by the globalists to destroy Russia mean the need 
to cast aside all ambitions and defend the Motherland - the way 
our fathers and grandfathers defended it. (…) To raise an armed 
rebellion in such a difficult time for the Fatherland means to take 
the side of the enemy.” 3

Similar to the Kremlin’s line, the KPRF praises the “hero-
ism and self-sacrifice of the Wagner fighters in the fight against 
Nazism” – a cynical term by which they mean the Ukrain-
ian people who are suffering from Russian state terrorism 
since 24 February 2022. Such appreciation for the reaction-
ary mercenaries of Wagner is only logical because these 
Great Russian chauvinists have unreservedly supported 
the Kremlin’s war against the Ukrainian people from the 
very first hour. “The Communist Party of the Russian Fed-
eration actively supports the guys who are fighting on the front 

lines against Nazism and Bandera.”
After the attempted coup had failed, Zyugnov heartful-

ly thanked Putin, Belarus President Lukashenko and the 
church in two statements for helping to “resolve the crisis”. 
“Today there is a need to thank President Putin and President 
Lukashenko, the leaders of all parties and movements, His Holi-
ness, all public organizations that rallied and, as a single or-
ganism, opposed yet another violence, military squabbles, and 
lawlessness in the country. (…) Yesterday I discussed this topic 
in great detail with the president. We came to the conclusion that 
it is necessary to develop such protective mechanisms that would 
not allow this to happen again in the future.” 4

It should not go unnoticed that the KPRF leader tellingly 
managed to combine his Stalinist-Putinista sermon with a 
vulgar antisemitic remark by claiming that in the reaction-
ary Provisional Government in 1917 “only the Minister of 
Railway Transport was not a member of the Masonic Lodge.” 
But that should not come as a surprise since Ruskij Mir 
chauvinists are by their very nature hostile to national and 
religious minorities and don’t shy away of flirting with the 
worst ideological traditions which resulted in horrible po-
groms against Jews in the 19th and 20th century.
The KPRF’s unconditional support for Putin is only the 

logical continuation of its policy in the past years. As we 
did show in various articles, Zyuganov’s party is the “left” 
wing of the Putin regime. It is a “communist” party only 
by name. It supported Putin’s military intervention in 
Syria since 2015, in Kazakhstan during the popular upris-
ing in January 2022 5 and, of course, the invasion of the 
Ukraine 14 months ago. 6 All this is combined with uncon-
cealed support for the imperialist “fatherland” and chau-
vinist Ruskij Mir ideology. In short, Zyuganov’s KPRF is a 
bourgeois, Great Russian chauvinist and social-imperialist 
party which is an integral component of the political sys-
tem created by the Putin regime. 7

RRP: “Oppose the coup in order to avoid lawlessness”

The statements of the Revolyutsionnaya Rabochaya Parti-
ya (Revolutionary Workers Party, RRP) on the Prigozhin 
coup are also worth mentioning. The RRP is a national-iso-
lated Trotskyist organisation which has loose links with 
the Italian PCL. 8 It positively distinguishes itself from the 
reactionary filth of the Stalinist-Putinistas as they neither 
praise the President nor his war against the Ukrainian 
people.
However, one can not fail pointing out that these state-

ments are characterised by wavering between a principled 
stance and opportunistic adaption to social-patriotism – 
with a drift towards the latter. In fact, only the very first 
statement on 24 June contains the key words which were 
essential for authentic Marxists in the situation of such an 
attempted coup: “neither side of the conflict is proletarian and 
does not deserve to be supported.” 9

Russia

Russia: Zyuganov’s KPRF
and some “Trotskyists” on the Prigozhin Coup

A critique of the Stalinists’ support for Putin
as well as of the wavering line of the RRP

By Alexey Sedov, Denis Sokolov and Michael Pröbsting, Revolutionary Communist International Tendency (RCIT), 28.6.2023
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However, when the pressure of the regime and, in par-

ticular, of Zyuganov’s KPRF became stronger hour-by-
hour and day-by-day, the RRP leaders increasingly adapt-
ed to an opportunistic position as they focused their fire 
primarily on Prigozhin. In a second statement, published 
later on the same day, they warned that the coup could 
result in worse conditions than the Putin regime. Now, 
Prigozhin is called a “terrorist and extremist” – which is, of 
course, true but why not use the same characteristics for 
the Putin regime, as his executioner the Wagner boss acted 
for many years?!
Consequently, they called the working class to “resist the 

coup in an organized manner“: “We urge you not to believe any 
populist claims of “justice” by the rebels. The victory of these 
forces will lead not only to a change of groups at the trough of 
the state, but to even greater unbridledness of the military and 
police. The working class must resist the coup in an organized 
manner…” 10

Such an opportunistic adaptation to the KPRF’s posi-
tion on the coup became even more clear in another press 
release, published two days later. Here, the RRP lead-
ers state again that “the success of the rebellion would have 
led to greater unbridled police arbitrariness.” Repeating the 
above-mentioned warning of Zyuganov about the danger 
of “lawlessness”, they advocate a concealed defence of the 
Putin regime in the hour of the coup: “Mass workers’ or-
ganizations needed to resist the insurrection in order to prevent 
lawlessness” 11

Such an approach to the attempted coup of Prigozhin 
lacks any Marxist principles. Instead of taking a consistent 
position of class independence which equally opposes both 
reactionary camps – Putin as well as Prigozhin – the RRP 
leaders claim that the former would be the “lesser evil” 
and, hence, the working class should focus on defeating 
the coup.
It is particularly revealing – and completely outrageous 

for authentic Marxists – to justify such opposition against 
a coup with the argument that this would “prevent lawless-
ness”. With such communist friends of “law and order”, 
one needs no enemies!

The RRP’s strategic line
of opportunist adaptation to the KPRF

The wavering approach of the RRP is no accident. It is the 
continuation of their long-standing opportunist adaption 
to the Stalinist-Putinista KPRF. As we did show in other 
documents, the RRP supported Zyuganov’s KPRF at the 
municipal elections in September 2022 and even stood its 
own candidates on the KPRF’s list. Recently, it decided to 
support the KPRF’s candidate at the upcoming mayoral 
elections in Moscow … who happens to be Zyuganov’s 
grandson!
The RRP’s opportunistic orientation to the KPRF is also 

the political fundament for its failure to take a principled 
internationalist and anti-imperialist stance against Putin’s 
war in the Ukraine. 12 While the RCIT and Socialist Ten-
dency support the Ukraine’s just war of national defence 
against Putin’s invasion, these pseudo-“Trotskyists” re-
fuse to side with the Ukrainian people, waver on the ques-
tion if Russia is an imperialist power, and – as a concession 
to social-patriotism – call for “proletarian measures” to de-
fend “the motherland”. 13

As we stated above, historic events – like Prigozhin’s 
failed coup on 24 June – are a decisive test for all those 
who claim to adhere to the banner of communism. Zyu-
ganov’s KPRF has demonstrated once again that it is a 
party of the Putin regime. And, unfortunately, the RRP’s 
leader have also shown that they lack a Marxist compass 
of class independence but rather opportunistically adapt 
to the small and large Zyuganovs in Ruskij Mir.
We conclude by reiterating that authentic Marxists must 

break decisively with the RRP’s policy. The RCIT and its 
Russian supporters of “Socialist Tendency” look forward 
collaborating with all revolutionaries who join us in the 
struggle against social-imperialism and chauvinist patrio-
tism! 

Footnotes
1  RCIT: Prigozhin’s Coup Attempt in Russia: A Quarrel 
between Thieves. Prigozhin, Shoigu and Putin – no support for 
any of these war criminals! Down with Russian imperialism and 
the Bonapartist regime! 24 June 2023, https://www.thecommu-
nists.net/worldwide/europe/prigozhin-s-coup-attempt-in-rus-
sia/; see also Michael Pröbsting: Western Powers and the Pr-
igozhin Coup in Russia. On the consequences of the attempted 
coup for U.S. and European imperialism and the Ukraine War, 26 
June 2023, https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/global/
western-powers-and-prigozhin-coup-in-russia/ 
2  Геннадий Зюганов призвал Пригожина отбросить 
личные амбиции и защищать Родину. Председатель ЦК 
КПРФ Г.А. Зюганов обратился к главе ЧВК «Вагнер» При-
гожину и его бойцам с призывом остановить провокацию, 
24.6.2023, https://kprf.ru/party-live/cknews/219681.html (our 
translation)
3  Побеждать фашизм и не поддаваться на провока-
ции! Заявление Президиума ЦК КПРФ, Пресс-служба ЦК 
КПРФ, 24.6.2023, https://kprf.ru/party-live/cknews/219692.html 
(our translation)
4  Г.А. Зюганов выступил перед журналистами 
в Госдуме, 27.5.2023, https://kprf.ru/dep/gosduma/activi-
ties/219736.html; Г.А. Зюганов: Мы ушли от крайне опасного 
конфликта! 27 июня Председатель ЦК КПРФ, Руководитель 
фракции КПРФ в Государственной Думе Г.А. Зюганов высту-
пил на пленарном заседании палаты. Предлагаем вашему 
вниманию текст его выступления. 27.6.2023, https://kprf.ru/
party-live/cknews/219739.html (our translation)
5  Michael Pröbsting: The Popular Uprising in Kazakh-
stan and Putin’s Patriotic “Communists”. The Stalinist KPRF of 
Gennady Zyuganov supports the bloody crackdown of the pro-
tests and the imperialist intervention of Russian troops, https://
www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/asia/kazakhstan-and-pu-
tin-s-patriotic-communists/
6  The RCIT has published a number of polemics against 
the KPRF’s social-chauvinist policy in the Ukraine War; see e.g. 
the pamphlets by Michael Pröbsting: Putin’s Poodles (Apologies 
to All Dogs). The pro-Russian Stalinist parties and their argu-
ments in the current NATO-Russia Conflict, 9 February 2022, 
https://www.thecommunists.net/theory/nato-russia-conflict-sta-
linism-as-putin-s-poodles/; by the same author: Russia: Zyugan-
ov Calls for “General Mobilisation” to defeat the Ukraine. The 
“communist” KPRF leader joins the long-standing demand of 
the hard-core sector of the Great Russian chauvinist camp a la 
Igor Strelkov, 13 September 2022, https://www.thecommunists.
net/worldwide/europe/russia-zyuganov-calls-for-general-mobi-
lisation-to-defeat-the-ukraine/; “Socialism” a la Putin and Zyu-
ganov. On a telling dialogue between the Stalinist party leader 
and the Russian President, 13 July 2022, https://www.thecommu-
nists.net/worldwide/europe/socialism-a-la-putin/.
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7  See on this e.g. Michael Pröbsting: Russia: Friends 
Among Themselves. KPRF leader Gennady Zyuganov meets 
President Putin to confirm his role as a loyal servant of Russian 
imperialism, 15 February 2023, https://www.thecommunists.
net/worldwide/europe/russia-friends-among-themselves-zyu-
ganov-meets-putin/.
8  The PCL, who calls the RRP “its comrades in Rus-
sia”, translated and published their first statement on the 
Prigozhin coup on its website: Dichiarazione del Comitato 
Centrale del RRP (Russia) in relazione all’insurrezione mili-
tare, 24 Giugno 2023, https://www.pclavoratori.it/files/index.
php?obj=NEWS&oid=7485 
9  РРП: ЗАЯВЛЕНИЕ ЦК РРП В СВЯЗИ С ВОЕННЫМ 
МЯТЕЖОМ, 24. Jun. 2023, https://vk.com/wall-49023139_167025 
(our translation)
10  РРП: ЧТО ПРОИСХОДИТ И ПОЧЕМУ? 24 Jun 2023, 
https://vk.com/wall-49023139_167182 (our translation)
11  РРП: 25 числа прошло собрание РРП Москвы с об-
суждением актуальных политических вопросов и задач пар-
тии, 26.6.2023, https://vk.com/wall-49023139_167376 (our trans-
lation); see also: РРП: По итогам «мятежа», 25.6.2023, https://
vk.com/wall-49023139_167327
12  We refer readers to a special page on our website 
where more than 180 RCIT documents on the Ukraine War and 
the current NATO-Russia conflict are compiled: https://www.
thecommunists.net/worldwide/global/compilation-of-docu-
ments-on-nato-russia-conflict/. In particular we refer to the RCIT 
Manifesto: Ukraine War: A Turning Point of World Historic Sig-
nificance. Socialists must combine the revolutionary defense of 
the Ukraine against Putin’s invasion with the internationalist 
struggle against Russian as well as NATO and EU imperialism, 
1 March 2022, https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/glob-

al/manifesto-ukraine-war-a-turning-point-of-world-historic-sig-
nificance/; see also: Manifesto on the First Anniversary of the 
Ukraine War. Victory to the heroic Ukrainian people! Defeat Rus-
sian imperialism! No support whatsoever for NATO imperialism! 
10 February 2023, https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/
global/manifesto-on-first-anniversary-of-ukraine-war/; RCIT: 
Towards a Turning Point in the Ukraine War? The tasks of so-
cialists in the light of possible lines of development of the war of 
national defence in combination with the inter-imperialist Great 
Power rivalry, 11 March 2023, https://www.thecommunists.net/
worldwide/global/towards-a-turning-point-in-the-ukraine-war/ 
13  See on this e.g. Alexey Sedov, Denis Sokolov and Mi-
chael Pröbsting: Russia: The RRP and its “War Socialism”. A cri-
tique of the RRP’s support for “proletarian measures” to defend 
“their motherland”, 5 May 2023, https://www.thecommunists.
net/worldwide/europe/russia-the-rrp-and-its-war-socialism/; by 
the same authors: Alexey Sedov, Denis Sokolov and Michael Prö-
bsting: Loudly Proclaimed Opportunism and Deafening Silence. 
On the Russian RRP’s support for the social-chauvinist KPRF 
and its failure to oppose Putin’s war against the Ukraine, 3 May 
2023, https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/europe/the-
rrp-s-loudly-proclaimed-opportunism-and-deafening-silence/; 
see also: Michael Pröbsting: Russia: A Disguised Support for 
Imperialist Armament. The RRP (Russia) deepens its opportun-
ist adaptation to the social-chauvinist KPRF, 9 November 2022, 
https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/europe/rrp-rus-
sia-a-disguised-support-for-imperialist-armament/; by the same 
author: Against Russia’s War without Internationalism and An-
ti-Imperialism? A revealing statement of the RRP (Russia) about 
Putin’s “partial mobilisation”, 8 October 2022, https://www.
thecommunists.net/worldwide/europe/rrp-russia-and-ukraine-
war/
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After the Putin regime announced that the next 
Presidential elections will be held on 15–17 March 
2024, Zyuganov’s KPRF nominated Nikolay M. 

Kharitonov who was already the party’s candidate at the 
elections in 2004. He is an inconspicuous figure from the 
right-wing of this Stalinist-capitalist party. He authentical-
ly represents the KPRF’s policy of servile subordination to 
the regime about everything – including Putin’s imperial-
ist predatory war against the Ukraine – as he did already 
announce that he will even refrain from criticizing Putin 
during his electoral campaign! As we did already say in 
the past, the KPRF leaders pursue a Great Russian Stalin-
ist, social-imperialist and Pro-Putin policy and, therefore, 
remain loyal servants of the Kremlin. 1

Unfortunately, there are also some self-proclaimed “Trot-
skyist” organisations which don’t view the KPRF’s strate-
gy of daily capitulation to the Bonapartist regime as an ob-
stacle for serving it. The self-proclaimed Revolyutsionnaya 
Rabochaya Partiya (Revolutionary Workers Party, RRP) is 
one of these. Since many years, it collaborates with these 
Great Russian Stalinists and adapt their own policy to that 
of Putin’s servants. Hence, the RRP continued their oppor-
tunist orientation to Zyuganov’s party even after the be-
ginning of Putin’s invasion of the Ukraine.
As we did show in other documents, the RRP support-

ed the KPRF at the municipal elections in September 2022 
and even stood its own candidates on their party list. At 
the Moscow mayoral election in September 2023, the RRP 
leadership supported the KPRF’s candidate (Zyuganov’s 
grandson!). 2

It is therefore not surprising that the RRP leadership calls 
its supporters to continue supporting the Kremlin “com-
munists” at the upcoming Presidential elections – irre-
spective of Kharitonov’s declaration not to criticise Putin. 
In two recently published documents – a resolution of a 
conference in Moscow and a statement of their Central 
Committee – the RRP defends such an arch-opportunist 
orientation in more detail. 3

The KPRF: “a traditional proletarian party”?

It is true that the RRP leaders are unhappy with the crawl-
ing capitulation of Zyuganov & Co. and criticise such. But 
for them, the KPRF is first and foremost a workers party 
with some leaders at the top who err. Such says the reso-
lution of the Central Committee that the KPRF “is a tradi-
tional proletarian party”.
This is sheer nonsense. As a matter of fact, the KPRF has 

never been based on mass organisations of the working 
class (like trade unions or other mass organisation). It was 
created in 1993 out of the remnants of the Stalinist bureau-
cracy whose regime had collapsed two years before. It al-
ways refrained from opposing the capitalist-bonapartist 
regime or simply supported in all key moments like Pu-
tin’s war against the Chechen people in 1999-2009, his mil-
itary operation in Kazakhstan in January 2022 to smash the 

popular uprising, his imperialist war against the Ukraine 
since February 2022 or during Prigozhin’s coup attempt in 
June 2023.
In short, the KPRF is a bourgeois-populist party which 

serves the bonapartist Putin regime and fully shares its 
Great Russian imperialist policy abroad. It is not an in-
strument of the working class and its struggles but rather 
an organisation which is – and has always been – closely 
linked with the Putin regime. It does not lead, or initiate, 
class struggles but rather works hard to avoid such. It 
serves the ruling class and not the proletariat!
Because of such arch-reactionary policy, the KPRF con-

stantly looses members and support. The RRP itself has 
to admit such: “All this will certainly cause (and has already 
caused) demoralization in the ranks of the Communist Party of 
the Russian Federation. Many party members and supporters 
publicly renounce the party and leave it.”
But the RRP leaders consider this as a catastrophe which 

they want to prevent by any means necessary. “The col-
lapse of the Communist Party of the Russian Federation, which 
Zyuganov and a significant part of the party’s leadership is pre-
paring, will be a significant defeat for the working class. The 
working class may lose its only legal political organization and 
parliamentary means of struggle. The task of all communists is 
to prevent this.”
In order to halt such weakening of the Great Russian Sta-

linists, the RRP promises to work hard inside the KPRF 
as “disciplined party members”, to fight for the program of 
the KPRF and to try to reform it from within. “To fight for 
the program of the Communist Party of the Russian Federation 
is to expose its leadership. Critical comrades must prove them-
selves to be disciplined party members and prepare to change the 
party’s course.”
Consequently, the RRP leaders promise to support the 

KPRF’s presidential campaign with Kharitonov at the top. 
“[I]t is quite possible that it will result in protest voting in the 
elections. We must take this into account, and, working within 
the framework of the presidential campaign with the Commu-
nist Party of the Russian Federation, push it to work with the 
masses.”
The RRP’s arch-opportunist approach to the KPRF is a bi-

zarre version of the method of Ted Grant – the founding 
father of the centrist-“Trotskyist” tradition to which the 
OKI/IMT and CA/CWI/ISA adhere. These forces did (and 
partly still do) conduct “deep entryism” inside reformist 
as well as openly bourgeois parties. They have worked as 
“disciplined party members” of such parties for years and 
decades in the hope that these forces could finally be “re-
formed”. As a result, they didn’t change these parties but 
rather acted objectively as servants of the reactionary lead-
ership of these parties. 4

Adaption to Great Russian social-imperialism

It is only logical that the RRP’s opportunistic adaption 
to the Great Russian chauvinist KPRF goes hand in hand 
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with its adaption to social-imperialism. In both documents 
Putin’s war against the Ukraine is not criticised at all! Nei-
ther is Zyuganov’s policy of full-blown support for the im-
perialist invasion even mentioned!
The RRP leaders bring up the Ukraine War only once 

when the refer to their discussions how they can best 
support the mobilised soldiers at the front with material 
supplies! “At a conference last fall, we discussed in detail the 
problems with supplying the mobilized. Now in some sectors of 
the front the situation has improved, while in others there is cor-
ruption, theft, and a horrific violation of the rights of the mobi-
lized. In general, Moscow has absolutely no control over the sup-
ply situation at the front, due to the bureaucratic system, which 
does not provide for a response from below; everything is decided 
by the local command, which is why arbitrariness flourishes in 
full bloom. However, at the round table, which was held by dep-
uties from the Communist Party of the Russian Federation in 
the State Duma, the main problem was the rotation of military 
personnel and leave, since the loss of husbands and sons for an 
indefinite period increasingly forces relatives of those mobilized 
to consolidate into communities disloyal to the regime.”
Hence, the only worry of the RRP leaders is how to bet-

ter supply the Russian soldiers so that they can fight more 
effectively to keep and expand the imperialist occupation 
of the Ukraine! As we did explain in other articles, these 
pseudo-“Trotskyists” refuse to side with the Ukrainian 
people, waver on the question if Russia is an imperialist 
power, and – as a concession to social-patriotism – call for 
“proletarian measures” to defend “the motherland”. In short, 
they shamefully adapt to Great Russian social-imperial-
ism!
In this context, it is also telling that the RRP Central Com-

mittee says the following in its statement: “Particularly 
shameful is Zyuganov’s statement that Kharitonov is supported 
by all “left-wing patriotic” forces. The Left Front, the Movement 
for New Socialism have already refuted this, and we, for our 
part, also refute this lie.” This means, in other words, that 
the RRP considers itself to be part of the “left-wing patriot-
ic forces”. An astonishing self-disclosure which, however, 
presents an accurate self-characterisation of the RRP’s sys-
tematic adaption to the policy of Great Russian social-im-
perialism!
Authentic socialists take a completely different position 

in the Ukraine War and advocate a principled internation-
alist and anti-imperialist stance. 5 Socialist Tendency (the 
Russian section of the RCIT) has called for the defeat of 
Russian imperialism since the beginning of the war. We 
have consistently supported the Ukraine’s just war of na-
tional defence against Putin’s invasion – of course without 
lending any support to Western imperialism. We share 
such an approach with the whole RCIT as well as with our 
comrades of Spalakh in the Ukraine. 6

The position on the Ukraine War, the approach to the so-
cial-imperialist KPRF – these are cardinal questions for so-
cialists in Russia. The RRP leaders have consistently failed 
to take an internationalist and anti-imperialist position. 
All those who reject such reactionary opportunism should 
break with the these mis-leaders and join forces with 
those who advocate the policy of revolutionary defeatism 
against the Putin regime!

Footnotes
1  See on this e.g. Alexey Sedov, Denis Sokolov and Mi-
chael Pröbsting: Russia: Zyuganov’s KPRF and some “Trotsky-
ists” on the Prigozhin Coup. A critique of the Stalinists’ support 
for Putin as well as of the wavering line of the RRP, 28 June 2023, 
https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/europe/russia-zyu-
ganov-s-kprf-and-some-trotskyists-on-the-prigozhin-coup/; see 
also a pamphlet by Michael Pröbsting: Putin’s Poodles (Apolo-
gies to All Dogs). The pro-Russian Stalinist parties and their ar-
guments in the current NATO-Russia Conflict, 9 February 2022, 
https://www.thecommunists.net/theory/nato-russia-conflict-sta-
linism-as-putin-s-poodles/
2  See on this e.g. Alexey Sedov, Denis Sokolov and Mi-
chael Pröbsting: Russia: Zyuganov’s KPRF and some “Trotsky-
ists” on the Prigozhin Coup. A critique of the Stalinists’ support 
for Putin as well as of the wavering line of the RRP, 28 June 2023, 
https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/europe/russia-zyu-
ganov-s-kprf-and-some-trotskyists-on-the-prigozhin-coup; by 
the same authors: Russia: The RRP and its “War Socialism”. A 
critique of the RRP’s support for “proletarian measures” to de-
fend “their motherland”, 5 May 2023, https://www.thecommu-
nists.net/worldwide/europe/russia-the-rrp-and-its-war-social-
ism/; Loudly Proclaimed Opportunism and Deafening Silence. 
On the Russian RRP’s support for the social-chauvinist KPRF 
and its failure to oppose Putin’s war against the Ukraine, 3 May 
2023, https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/europe/the-
rrp-s-loudly-proclaimed-opportunism-and-deafening-silence/; 
see also: Michael Pröbsting: Russia: A Disguised Support for 
Imperialist Armament. The RRP (Russia) deepens its opportun-
ist adaptation to the social-chauvinist KPRF, 9 November 2022, 
https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/europe/rrp-rus-
sia-a-disguised-support-for-imperialist-armament/; by the same 
author: Against Russia’s War without Internationalism and An-
ti-Imperialism? A revealing statement of the RRP (Russia) about 
Putin’s “partial mobilisation”, 8 October 2022, https://www.
thecommunists.net/worldwide/europe/rrp-russia-and-ukraine-
war/
3  See РЕВОЛЮЦИОННАЯ РАБОЧАЯ ПАРТИЯ (РРП): 
РУКОВОДСТВО КПРФ ВЕДЕТ ПАРТИЮ В ПРОПАСТЬ, 
25.12.2023, https://m.vk.com/wall-49023139_171293; РРП: Ре-
золюция Московской конференции, 18.11.2023, https://
vk.com/@-49023139-rezoluciya-moskovskoi-konferencii-2023. 
All quotes are from these two documents if not indicated other-
wise. The translation is ours.
4  See e.g. the pamphlet by Michael Pröbsting: The Pover-
ty of Neo-Imperialist Economism. Imperialism and the national 
question - a critique of Ted Grant and his school (CWI, ISA, IMT), 
January 2023, https://www.thecommunists.net/theory/grantism-
imperialism-and-national-question/. See also WPB: Militant after 
Grant: the unbroken thread? in: Permanent Revolution No. 10 
(1994), https://www.thecommunists.net/theory/archive-docu-
ments-from-the-lrci-and-lfi/#anker_37
5  We refer readers to a special page on our website where 
numerous RCIT documents on the Ukraine War and the current 
NATO-Russia conflict are compiled: https://www.thecommu-
nists.net/worldwide/global/compilation-of-documents-on-na-
to-russia-conflict/.
6  See e.g. Joint Statement of Spalakh and RCIT: In the 
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Oppressed People! 23 November 2023, https://www.thecom-
munists.net/rcit/joint-statement-of-spalakh-ukraine-and-rcit-on-
wars-in-ukraine-and-gaza/
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In the latest issue of its newsletter, the International 
Workers Committee against war and exploitation (IWC) 
has published an appeal in which it advocates support 

for Chinese imperialism in the conflict with its American 
rival. 1

The IWC is a front organization of the so-called Lam-
bertists, a self-proclaimed international tendency led by 
the French POID. This is manifested in the fact that Daniel 
Gluckstein happens to be both the National Secretary of 
POID as well as the International Coordinator of the IWC.
The Lambertist appeal consists of two parts. The first part 

denounces the U.S. foreign policy in East and South-East 
Asia where Washington tries to find allies against Beijing. 
The second part approves and quotes from another appeal 
which has been issued by a so-called “Workers Tribune on 
China”: “We make this call from activists and workers in China 
(From Mainland China and Hong Kong) our own.”
The appeal claims that a military conflict between the 

U.S. and China would be not a clash between two imperi-
alist powers resp. between their ruling classes. In the case 
of China, the Lambertists state, it would be rather a war 
against the Chinese people. “Whatever the pretext, a war 
against China will be a war against our people.”
The appeal goes on to repeat the well-known propaganda 

mantra of the Stalinist-capitalist regime about the status of 
Taiwan. According to Beijing, the Taiwanese people ada-
mantly belong to the Middle Kingdom and have no right 
to decide about their own fate. Hence, the Lambertist ap-
peal states that the status of Taiwan is to be decided not by 
the Taiwanese people themselves but … by the “the Chinese 
people, including all their components.”
“The Chinese people in mainland China, as well as those in 

Hong Kong do not regard their brothers and sisters in Taiwan as 
enemies and do not want a confrontation with them. It is up to 
the Chinese people, including all their components, and to them 
only, to decide on their future. That means that we are strongly 
opposed to any intervention whether on the economic, political 
or military ground on the part of foreign powers.”
Given the fact that China has 1,400 million people (who 

are dominated by a dictatorship) and that Taiwan has a 

population of only 23 million, one does not need to be an 
Einstein to calculate the outcome of such a decision by “the 
Chinese people.“
It is only logical that since the Lambertists consider Tai-

wan to be part of China, they view any military interven-
tion of the PLA as legitimate while only a U.S. intervention 
would constitute interference by a “foreign power”.
As we did show somewhere else, the Lambertists justify 

their support for China with the bizarre claim that – de-
spite a pro-capitalist policy of the “Chinese bureaucracy” – 
capitalism has still not been restored in the Middle King-
dom. In other words, they claim that China would still be 
a “deformed workers state.” Hence, they call for the defence 
of China against “imperialist plundering.” 2

A social-imperialist fantasy world

In the real word, capitalism has been restored in China 
already more than three decades ago. Not only this, but 
China – as we did show in several studies – did even be-
come an imperialist power in its own right more than a 
decade ago. In fact, today China is challenging the U.S. in 
nearly all relevant economic, military and political fields. 3
The issue of Taiwan is far more complicated than the 

Beijing regime present it. As a matter of fact, Taiwan was 
conquered by the Qing dynasty in the late 17th century. 
However, its control was always rather loose and there 
were several local rebellions against the central authori-
ties. Since Japan’s conquests of the island in 1895, Beijing 
has never again reestablished effective control of Taiwan. 
When Chiang Kai-shek’s reactionary Kuomintang lost the 
civil war against the Communist Party and was forced to 
retreat to the island, he had first to brutally smash a local 
uprising of the Taiwanese people in February 1947 who 
demanded autonomy or independence.
Contrary to the chauvinist propaganda of Beijing, the 

Communist Party of China recognised in the 1920s and 
1930s that the Taiwanese people had their own distinctive 
identity and should have the right of national self-deter-
mination. It was only later, after the Mao-Stalinists had 
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fully taken control of the party, that the CPC joined the 
right-wing Kuomintang in claiming that the island would 
be an “inseparable part of the Chinese nation.” 4

National self-determination for Taiwan!
Revolutionary defeatism against both U.S. and China!

There is no doubt that U.S. imperialism exploits the issue 
of Taiwan for its own interests. Washington doesn’t care 
about the self-determination of the local population since 
its main objective is to contain the rise of its imperialist ri-
val. From this follows that socialists must lend no support 
to the chauvinist and militarist policy of U.S. imperialism. 
However, this does not mean that socialists could side 
with the other imperialist power!
The RCIT supports the national right of self-determi-

nation of the Taiwanese people. However, such national 
rights can not be exercised in alliance with an imperialist 
power (like the U.S.)!
We reiterate our long-standing position that socialists 

must not support any imperialist camp – neither Wash-
ington not Beijing! In any military conflict between these 
two states, we take a revolutionary defeatist position against 
both powers. This means that in case of a war between the 
U.S. and China, revolutionaries refuse to support any side 
and advocate a policy based on the principles of Lenin and 
Liebknecht expressed in the famous slogans “The main en-
emy is at home”, “defeat is the lesser evil”, and “Transform the 
imperialist war into a civil war against the ruling class“.
Such an approach is the complete opposite to that of 

the Lambertists who join the camp of Chinese imperial-
ism. Lenin called such direct on indirect supporters of a 
Great Power “social-imperialists”. We can add today that 
the Lambertists, who have nothing to do with the revolu-
tionary tradition of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotsky, are 
rather Xi-“Trotskyists”.

Footnotes
1  Workers, youth and peoples do not want war. No to escalation 

of the war! A call from labour activists in the Philippines, Japan, Taiwan, 
China (HK and Mainland), Korea and Australia, in: IMC Newsletter, 
No. 234, 16 June 2023, pp. 3-4. All quotes in this article are from this doc-
ument if not indicated otherwise.
2  See on this Michael Pröbsting: “Defending China”: Pseu-
do-Trotskyism in the Period of Great Power Rivalry. The Lambertist 
POID/IWC is another sad example of social-imperialism, 12 October 
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3  For our analysis of capitalism in China and its transformation 
into a Great Power see e.g. the book by Michael Pröbsting: Anti-Imperi-
alism in the Age of Great Power Rivalry. The Factors behind the Acceler-
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Books, Vienna 2019, https://www.thecommunists.net/theory/anti-impe-
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2F978-3-319-91206-6_179-1; China: An Imperialist Power … Or Not Yet? 
A Theoretical Question with Very Practical Consequences! Continuing 
the Debate with Esteban Mercatante and the PTS/FT on China’s class 
character and consequences for the revolutionary strategy, 22 January 
2022, https://www.thecommunists.net/theory/china-imperialist-power-
or-not-yet/; China‘s transformation into an imperialist power. A study 
of the economic, political and military aspects of China as a Great Power 
(2012), in: Revolutionary Communism No. 4, http://www.thecommunists.
net/publications/revcom-number-4; How is it possible that some Marx-
ists still Doubt that China has Become Capitalist? (A Critique of the PTS/
FT), An analysis of the capitalist character of China’s State-Owned Enter-
prises and its political consequences, 18 September 2020, https://www.
thecommunists.net/theory/pts-ft-and-chinese-imperialism-2/; Unable 
to See the Wood for the Trees (PTS/FT and China). Eclectic empiricism 
and the failure of the PTS/FT to recognize the imperialist character of 
China, 13 August 2020, https://www.thecommunists.net/theory/pts-ft-
and-chinese-imperialism/; China’s Emergence as an Imperialist Power 
(Article in the US journal ‘New Politics’), in: “New Politics”, Summer 
2014 (Vol:XV-1, Whole #: 57). See many more RCIT documents at a spe-
cial sub-page on the RCIT’s website: https://www.thecommunists.net/
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4  See on this e.g. Michael Pröbsting: Did the Chinese 
Communist Party always consider Taiwan as part of the Chi-
nese nation? LINKS, 6 October 2022, http://links.org.au/did-chi-
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